Arbor Hill Environmental
Justice Corporation

Urban Watersheds and Their
Effects on Environmental
Justice Communities...



Arbor Hill Environmental

Justice Corporation (AHEJ)

AHEJ Is a not for profit corporation under state and
federal law, specifically, Section 501 c (3). AHEJ Is based
In the predominately African-American community of
Arbor Hill within Albany, New York. The mission off AHEJ
IS to serve the community as environmental health
advocate, conduct environmental testing, rehabilitate
green and open space, and serve as a resource for legal
redress. AHEJ Is comprised of community members
representing the Arbor Hill neighborhood associations.
AHEJ i1s a member of the White House Council on
Environmental Quality as per Executive Order 12898
stressing concern for Environmental Justice issues.

Company Location:
596 Manning Blvd, Albany, NY 12210
Tel: 518-436-9760: Fax: 518-463-0544



Environmental Advocacy
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Member leads Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter

Protecting natural heritage his passion

By DEBCORAH A RMITES

Strolling around the tiny Island Creelc
Park lucked away in Albany s south end,
FPEF member Aaron Mailr notlced o heap
ol BrolHen corruagatod boxes nestled in
thee Denls of the Fludson River.

*T'Il Twaver Lo mmiadoe o call and have Lhal
rermoved,” e amild with & sdgr “Thera's
1o reason waste lHke that aks 1ledl Taes
dumped, especially when there s a
compactor a few yards away."”

He shoolk his head . "Loolk owver there,”
he sald. podnting to a row of dilapidated,
low-inoome housing units and o =lgeag

Ler rozdways, “Children hooee Lo
s o r arterials s ilreasne] Lraacloe
Just to @et to thia plece of lamd, "

Mair's passion for a betler
environment recently won him the
election for chairman of the 40, 000
member Slerra Club Atlantic Chapter.

Fie i= the first Coapital Reglon resident

and fArst
Alrioan-
Arnierican
B Faessacl
thues
chapter.
He beat
ot Jim
Laowmes

Vabamitm: wweow paefoorg

g Mew York City asattarney Lor Che
chalrmanship. Clean-uls af the Fudson
Hiver 1m a key priority.

It"s personal

Gy day. this FPEF member and
ernvironmeriial zealot works as o
pProgram ressarch apecialist 2 for the
Aizaia Healih Depaarionents Oilioe of
Peleclicadad Blaragermenl in Albaary

SRl Lo Foaee the ersviconroent s gl
iy vaocation, Bt my avocation,” e aaid,
“I'mi & true grass-roots volunteer who
puts about &2 hours a weel Into
environmental advooooy.

“Whers [ walk the walk, I'm nol podd
U il 30, " Pefader saddd, “1I0 b wiallilnggd oo
the: hvearvt, aeed fromn the apicit of beelagg a
true Johim Mol environmmentalist.

Fighting industrial pollution

When Malr waos vice choldr of the
Sierra Club Atlantioc chapter, he led the
campalgn against Ganeral Electrio's PCB
prolluliorn of Lhe Hudeorn [Hiver,

WA Tl S o fpacarsalicrn eaolliilas i
rpatiaral resaurces arnd paoats ooare health
in danger, we mual corre together and
protect those rescurces,” MMair saicd.

GE's campalgn agalnst dredging the
Hudson River. according to valr.
aasurmed people Hving near the siver

Foacl conly @ orecreational cepoerccloricsy

O ke SR, "B andcd, treatecd the plvee
Il weere only G sewer o Stalens
run-off system for mundeipalitdes.
"W hat o profowracd by
disappointing and myopdc kind of
wienw. " he maicl

River more than water
Py, e eaore: alf Mdaide™ s
campalgn o restore the Huodson
Biver emphiasizes (fs Iimportances
am part of New York's natoacal
-"herll.‘.‘nge and o natural resource.
“Asa resource. the river provicdes
@y abmncdarnt amouml ol ol liorzal
Fiponid, Aaadcl vou Cloan’t B Lo ggef oz
looe] -mtaangs viouclher o @a fialeioge, ™
e sadcl.

Mair also noted reldglous groups
have usad the river for boplismoes
aric] smodnilbnaerat= i

T The Sterra cnrnpadn des Lo
EMRNVIRGMNMMENTAL ADVOOMN

e l.:lub-Atl-nn_ﬂEJ,l:_m_t-
praple ta the mpor

eoducats poople on bhow Manotlonsdly aredd
cualtvrally deporcdent wee e o Dhe
Hudlaon River,” Mair aaicl.

“The river insplres our herltages and
history.” he added.

“The Hudson RKiver School of art
ocontinues o inspire artists. The valley
has long stretches of land whers msry
murdcipalities enjoy ils vistas, This is o=@

- parwer ol river Cthat ayinbeolically
cuta o the core of our nation.”

Don™t live vwith it, fix it

iair sald he will also focus atteridon
on water guality in urban and suburban
areas, and “PRM 2.5% — atrborne
rartfculates maller @onall eraougl La el
treagapaced dn yoias TurgEa arcd canase
reapiratory iliness and discase.

"The issue of PR 2.5 I=s ralsed by a
major picce of federal legislation that
will be hotly debated this year.”™ Madr
sodd.

This lepgislalion wowlad Towes:
e laruclamedd= oy preolluabingg antll -
arrall partlcuilates.

The pricrity, he said, should bhe aon
preventing and reversing envirornomental
health threats, rather thon looking for
ways to live with thermn.

“We don't vwanl to jus=i dadk aboal
procducing mecdlications (that allow paoople
Lea Hwes drn s cliclies snvitconrmeil,” e salel.
IR pred] Lo cleal whilth manafaciuriogg
and combustion processes thiot
contribute to degroding the environmment
and burmoan bhealth. =

that emit

Environmaent affects all

Pelzndr 12 slacr Tovannder ol Chaee Aatlaor i
Eovirananaintal «Justlos Corp. wislch
worles (o give all peaple a valce 1 the
community, regardless of thelr rooe or
ethnle baclkgroond.

*I'he orgoand=zation aims o buaild
awrareness 0 inner-ociby comrmurddies,
eapeclially those Lhal are econoooioally
challergmed Ot hlair i,

“THhpwsas pesople apre anderseimeoec M;en
I coemed Lo snvironmenial ameniiies.
And that oan have o profound impact ork
children and on breaking the ovole of
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Albany, New York 12210
Tele: 518-463-9760

Fax: 518-463-0544
A HE)




The Patroon Creek Monitoring, Management, and Restor ation Program

Patroon Creek Watershed, Albany, New York

e CResl Malbecd, Sl e Tel
Mrrg Bl el B e,

Cd, Pb, & U.in Sediments Chbaride 1ol ncantraban at £ samplng points.
Of Three Mile Reservoir e

depth below sed-w

concentration (ppm)



